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In the first Brazilian presidential election since former president Fernando Collor de Mello resigned
in disgrace in 1992, Fernando Henrique Cardoso of the Partido da Social Democracia Brasileira
(PSDB) won the presidency in the first round in the Oct. 2 balloting. Exit polls gave Cardoso 45.1%
of the vote, while his main opponent, Luis Inacio "Lula" da Silva of the Partido dos Trabalhadores
(PT), had 25.1%. Final official results are not expected for two weeks, but early tallies put Cardoso
ahead in all states but the Federal District, where Lula was in the lead. Preliminary results from
the electoral commission (Tribunal Superior Electoral, TSE), with 30% of the vote counted, gave
the following tallies (in percentage of valid votes): Cardoso (PSDB) 53.9% Lula da Silva (PT) 25.2%
Carneiro (PRONA) 6.7% Quercia (PMDB) 5.8% Amin (PPR) 5.6% Brizola (PDT) 2.9% Gomes (PRN)
0.5% Fortuna (PSC) 0.3%
In his first statements after the elections, President-elect Cardoso cautioned that he is not a "miracle
worker," in reference to the economic stabilization plan that has brought inflation down from nearly
50% per month in June to only 1.51% in September. Cardoso, who was finance minister until he
resigned in April to run for president, is the author of the stabilization program, dubbed the "Plan
Real." "I'm not selling illusions," said Cardoso. "Inflation came down, but we must keep it down."
Cardoso, who also served as foreign minister under President Itamar Franco, will take office Jan.
1, 1995. A sociologist who spent several years in exile during the military dictatorship, Cardoso
returned to Brazil in 1968. His political career began with his election to the Senate as a member of
the Partido do Movimento Democratico Brasileiro (PMDB) in 1983. After losing the race for mayor
of Sao Paulo in 1985, he left the PMDB and formed the PSDB.Cardoso's running mate and now Vice
President-elect is Marco Maciel of the rightist Partido da Frente Liberal (PFL).
Meanwhile, facing his second defeat for the nation's top office, losing candidate Lula is examining
the future of the PT, which he founded, and his leadership role in it. In 1989 Lula lost in a runoff to
Collor de Mello in the first free elections in Brazil in almost 30 years. When Collor resigned in 1992
many analysts believed the time was ripe for Lula to capture the presidency. The charismatic union
leader enjoyed a substantial lead in the polls until the introduction of the new currency, the real, in
July, which was the crowning measure of the three- part Plan Real. The immediate improvement in
inflation since July caused Lula's ratings to begin a slide from which they never recovered.
Despite losing the top spot, the PT apparently doubled the number of seats it holds in Congress,
making it a force with which the new government will have to reckon. The importance of the
economy as a political issue cannot be overestimated in a country where one-third of the population
lives in poverty. With 160 million people, Brazil has the largest population in Latin America and the
third largest electorate in the world. Also contested in the elections were 27 state governorships, 54
of 81 senate seats, all 513 lower house seats, and 1,059 state legislators.
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